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WHY MASKED & UNIDENTIFIED

POLICING IS HARMFUL

Effective public safety depends on cooperation between
communities and law enforcement. Research shows that people
are more willing to report crimes, follow instructions, and assist
investigations when they trust the police. That trust is built
through fair treatment, respect, and transparency, not fear.

Significant bodies of research show that the presence of
masked or unidentified police undermines all trust-
building principles. When officers hide their faces or
identities, communication becomes harder, and fear
increases. Fear increases violent force incidents
exponentially.

Communities have mistaken masked officers for
kidnappers or criminals. The FBI has warned that
criminals have exploited this confusion by
impersonating law enforcement.

People judge the police by whether they are heard,
treated fairly, treated with dignity, and whether officers
appear sincere and community-focused.

Visibility and identification improve safety. When officers
are identifiable, civilians are less likely to panic,
witnesses know who to contact, and misconduct can be
investigated. Courts and national policing organizations
have long recognized that officer identification is
essential to reasonable and lawful policing.

In 2025, the Center for Policing Equity, the

Justice Collaboratory at Yale Law School, and the National
Immigration Law Center signed onto an amicus brief in
support of California laws SB 627 and SB 805. Both laws
reflect best practices in democratic policing.

THE ‘NO SECRET POLICE’ ACT

California Senate Bill 627 (SB 627), also known as the "No
Secret Police” Act, limits law enforcement's use of facial
coverings.

THE ‘NO VIGILANTES’ ACT

California Senate Bill 805 (SB 805), also known as the "No
Vigilantes” Act, requires non-uniformed officers to display
visible identification. Together, they promote
transparency, accountability, and public trust.

SB 627 and SB 805 align with modern policing reforms
nationwide, which emphasize procedural justice,
accountability, and community engagement. These laws are
carefully designed to allow exceptions for genuine safety
concerns while requiring agencies to adopt clear
transparency and accountability policies. Evidence shows
these approaches reduce unnecessary force, increase
cooperation, and improve safety for both civilians and
officers.

‘ CALL TO ACTION

Call on state and local leaders to enact similar actions nationwide.
Visit www.usa.gov/elected-officials to find your governor, senators, and other local leaders.

www.policingequity.org
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https://www.wired.com/story/fbi-warns-of-criminals-posing-as-ice-urges-agents-to-id-themselves/
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260SB627
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260SB805
http://www.usa.gov/elected-officials

Cooperation Between U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement and State and Local Law Enforcement Agencies,

cooperation-between-u-s-immigration-and-customs-enforcement-and-state-and-local-law-enforcement-agencies/

Resource Center, PUBLIC RIGHTS PROJECT, available at https://www.publicrightsproject.org/news-insights/library/

Immigrant Justice, LOCAL PROGRESS, available at https://localprogress.org/issues/immigrant-justice/
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https://policingequity.org/reportandresources/report-cooperation-between-u-s-immigration-and-customs-enforcement-and-state-and-local-law-enforcement-agencies/
https://policingequity.org/reportandresources/report-cooperation-between-u-s-immigration-and-customs-enforcement-and-state-and-local-law-enforcement-agencies/
https://policingequity.org/reportandresources/report-cooperation-between-u-s-immigration-and-customs-enforcement-and-state-and-local-law-enforcement-agencies/
https://www.publicrightsproject.org/news-insights/library/
https://localprogress.org/issues/immigrant-justice/

